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determine one or more predicted servo 
demodulation values for a next servo 
wedge 
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search for the SAM pattern in the next 
servo wedge 
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determine one or more actual servo 
demodulation values for the servo 
wedge 
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characterize the detection of the SAM 
pattern as a good SAM detection or a 
bad SAM detection 
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perform further servo functions, 
taking into account no detection of 
the SAM pattern, e.g. free-wheel 
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perform further servo functions, 
taking into account the bad SAM 
detection characterization 



perform further servo functions, 
taking into account the good SAM 
detection characterization 
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search for multiple occurrences of the 
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perform further servo functions, 
taking into account no detection of 
the SAM pattern, e.g. free-wheel 




for each detection of the SAM pattern 

in the servo wedge, 
characterize the detection as a good 
SAM detection or a bad SAM detection 




select one of the detections as the best 
good SAM detection 
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perform further servo functions 
taking into account 
bad SAM detection 
characterization(s) 
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perform further servo functions 
taking into account the 
one good SAM detection 
characterization 
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perform further servo functions 
taking into account 
best good SAM detection 
characterization 
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select at least one previously stored 
channel control value as, or to 
predict, a starting channel control 
value for use when beginning to 
read a next servo wedge 
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store at least one channel control value 
(e.g., servo AGC value and/or servo 
PLL value) associated with the servo 
wedge 
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select at least one channel control 
value stored at step 1 1 10 as, or to 
predict, a starting channel control 
value for use when beginning to 
read a next servo wedge 
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store at least one channel control value 
(e.g., servo AGC value and/or servo 
PLL value) associated with the servo 
wedge 
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channel control value as, or to 
predict, a starting channel control 
value for use when beginning to 
read a next servo wedge 



characterize the detection as a good 
SAM detection or a bad SAM detection 
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